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The Eden Valley-Watkins 
High School Class of  2023 is 
represented greatly by the top 
of  their class, valedictorian 
Reagan Hennen and salutato-
rian Hailey Ramthun.

Hennen, the daughter of  
Bob and Robin Hennen, didn’t 
see this honor coming until 
last year. “I never thought too 
much about it until my junior 
year. When I realized that it 
was then a more realistic pos-
sibility, it became a bigger pri-
ority for me to work towards,” 
Hennen explained.

Hennen ends her high 
school career with a 4.0 cumu-
lative GPA (grade point aver-
age).  “Getting good grades 
and doing well in school was 
always a high priority for me. 
I knew going to college was 
part of  my future plans and 
doing well in high school 
would set me up to be more 
successful in the future,” she 
explained.

When she isn’t hard at work 
in her studies, she can be 
found in a variety of  activities 
such as volleyball, softball, a 
football manager, National 
Honors Society, and student 
council. She was volleyball 
captain and student council 
secretary this year. 

Hennen stated that she is 
honored to represent the Class 
of  2023 as valedictorian and 
finds it to be very rewarding. 

“It is quite an honor to repre-
sent our class as the valedicto-
rian. We have a very intelli-
gent and hard-working class, 
so to be the valedictorian is an 
accomplishment I am very 
proud of,” Hennen explained. 
“It is rewarding that all the 
time and effort I put into 
accomplishing this goal has 
paid off. 

“It is a rewarding feeling to 
be at the top of  the class,” she 
added, “because of  all the 

time and work I put into my 
academics.”

Staying organized, and 
making her grades a priority, 
were how she graduated from 
high school with a 4.0 GPA, 
she explained. “I have made 
academics a high priority and 
always set time to do my work 
and study. I have had to 
become much more organized 
and become better at time 
management,” she said.

She also said the support 

from the small-town EV-W 
community was also a factor. 
“We are supported greatly by 
our communities. We have a 
great staff  who care about us 
as students and people. One of  
the best things about attend-
ing a smaller school is we have 
chances to develop friendships 
with a lot of  people and can 
actually get to know each 
other,” Hennen said. “EV-W 
may not be a big school, but 
they do offer a lot of  opportu-
nities for students, in and out 
of  the classroom.”

Hennen plans to speak 
about the talents of  the Class 
of  2023 during her speech at 
the graduation ceremony on 
Thursday, May 25, which 
starts at 8 p.m. in the Johnson-
Peterson Gym. “My speech 
will thank the people who 
have been so instrumental in 
the Class of  2023’s success. I 
would also like to highlight 
the journey the class has taken 
over the years, and also high-
light all the accomplishments 
of  our senior class. We have a 
talented class who have 
accomplished so much over 
the years,” Hennen said.

She plans to attend the 
College of  Saint Benedict and 
will major in data science. 

As Hennen leaves her mark 
at EV-W, she also departs with 
advice to the younger EV-W 
students. “Work hard, and do 
your best in school. Take 
advantage of  the opportuni-
ties EV-W has to offer, like all 
the different classes and extra-
curriculars available to stu-
dents. If  you need help, ask 
your teachers as we have a lot 
of  great ones at EV-W,” 
Hennen concluded. 

VALEDICTORIAN

Reagan Hennen to graduate with 4.0 GPA

By Ava Blonigen

EV-W’s top
senior plans

to attend College 
of St. Benedict’s

Submitted Photo

Reagan Hennen, the daughter of Bob and Robin Hennen, is 
EV-W’s valedictorian for the Class of 2023. She will graduate 
on Thursday, May 25, with a four-year GPA of 4.0.

EV-W salutatorian Hailey 
Ramthun, the daughter of  
Greg and Julie Ramthun, has 
worked hard to maintain her 
3.999 GPA over four years at 
EV-W High School. 

“If  you had asked me a few 
years ago, I didn’t expect to 
rank this high in my class. 
There was a point in time 
when our grade still had eight 
people tied for #1 in the class, 
so I knew that there was a lot 
of  competition. In the fall of  
my senior year, I had kept a 
high GPA, so I made it my goal 
to rank in the top two of  my 
class,” explained Ramthun.

Ramthun was thrilled to be 
named salutatorian for the 
Class of  2023. “I am very excit-
ed to be the salutatorian! I 
have worked extremely hard 
in school over the last 12 years, 
and being recognized as the 
salutatorian made me feel like 
that work paid off,” she said.

“I feel honored to represent 
my class and my school,” she 
added. “I hope I can continue 
to successfully represent 
EV-W as I move on to my next 
chapter in life.”

This hard work can be seen 
through the advanced classes 
she takes and the many activi-
ties she is involved in such as 
gymnastics, golf, speech, the-
ater, one-act, student council, 
Investment Club, band, choir, 
and National Honor Society.

She explained that a part of  
this accomplishment was 
focusing on her classwork. “I 
have kept my grades up by 
making school a priority. I try 
my best not to procrastinate 
in school, and I study hard. I 
also make sure to ask ques-
tions when I don’t quite under-
stand a topic,” she added.

Ramthun also stated that 
she learned a lot from a small 
school like EV-W. “Going to a 

small school showed me the 
importance of  forming close-
knit relationships with my 
teachers and peers. Something 
I love about EV-W is that 
everyone knows everyone. 
This makes coming to school 
everyday so much more enjoy-
able,” she explained. “It also 
makes learning easier 
because I am comfortable 
enough with my teachers to 
ask questions whenever I 

need some extra help.”
As for graduation, she plans 

to discuss the future that her 
graduating class will enter. “In 
my graduation speech, I plan 
to talk about the changes life is 
about to throw at us as gradu-
ates, and the opportunities 
that this change can bring,” 
Ramthun stated.

Ramthun plans to attend 
Minnesota State University – 
Mankato this fall and will 
major in biochemistry. She 
hopes to go on to dental school. 
“My goal is to someday start 
my own dental practice near 
the Eden Valley area,” 
Ramthun explained.

Ramthun also explained 
that academics have always 
been a huge part of  her life. 
“Academics have always been 
important to me. My mom has 
always held me accountable 
when it comes to getting good 
grades. As I got older, school 
became even more important 
to me because I knew that 
learning and good grades 
were important if  I wanted to 
become a dentist someday. 
That future career goal has 
continued to push me through-
out high school,” she said.

But she also noted that 
while academics are impor-
tant, making memories is just 
as important. “My advice to 
younger students would be to 
make sure you enjoy high 
school and stay involved. 
Although grades are impor-
tant, it is also important to 
have fun and make memories 
with your friends and class-
mates while you can. Before 
you know it, high school will 
be over,” Ramthun concluded.

SALUTATORIAN

Hailey Ramthun accumulated 3.999 GPA

By Ava Blonigen

Salutatorian
plans to attend 

Minnesota State 
– Mankato
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Hailey Ramthun, the daughter of Greg and Julie Ramthun, is 
EV-W’s Class of 2023 salutatorian, earning a GPA of 3.999 
over four years at Eden Valley-Watkins High School.

QUICK HITSQUICK HITS
Thursday, May 25

Graduation for the EV-W Class of ’23
Diplomas will be given to the EV-W Class of  2023 on 

Thursday, May 25, at 8 p.m. at the Johnson-Peterson Gym at 
EV-W High School. (See the Class of  2023 commemorative 
section this week inside the Voice.)

Monday, May 29
Memorial Day programs planned

Memorial Day services will be held on Monday, May 29, 
in Watkins and Eden Valley. The Memorial Day service in 
Watkins will start at 9:30 a.m. at Veterans Park along Highway 
55 and then a military procession will bring attendees to St. 
Anthony’s Cemetery for mass. The Memorial Day service in 
Eden Valley will start at 11:30 a.m. at the Eden Valley American 
Legion Memorial Park along Highway 22 (just south of  the 
railroad tracks). Rep. Lisa Demuth (R-Cold Spring) will serve 
as the guest speaker this year in Eden Valley.

Memorial Day Programs
Monday, May 29

Watkins
Memorial Day in Watkins will start at Veterans Park on Monday, May 29, at 9:30 a.m. 

A military procession will bring attendees to St. Anthony’s Cemetery,
 and a Mass at the cemetery will follow.

Raising of the Flags
Placing of the Wreaths

Presentation of 50-year and 60-year Awards
Procession to the Cemetery

Mass at the Cemetery
 National Anthem – EV-W Band, directed by Kim Salo

Roll Call of Deceased Veterans 
21 Gun Salute – Watkins Legion Firing Squad

Taps 
Closing Prayer                       

Eden Valley
A Memorial Day remembrance will be held in Eden Valley on Monday, May 29, 

starting at 11:30 a.m. with a program at the Eden Valley American Legion Memorial 
Park on Highway 22. (Eden Valley American Legion members should meet at the 

Legion Post at 10:45 a.m. and be at the park at 11 a.m.)
National Anthem – EV-W Band, directed by Kim Salo

Commander’s Greeting – Gary Sogge
Invocation – Pastor Anne Fischhaber

Memorial Address – Rep. Lisa Demuth
Roll Call of Deceased Veterans – Jim Haag, Post Adjuant

“Battle Hymn of the Republic” – EV-W Band, directed by Kim Salo
Benediction – Pastor Anne Fischhaber

Salute to the War Dead – Eden Valley Legion Firing Squad
Taps – Olivia Kramer and Emily Rose

30 Seconds of Silence
“America the Beautiful” – EV-W Band, directed by Kim Salo

After teaching at EV-W for 
seven years and coaching the 
EVW speech team for her sec-
ond year, Jayna Ruprecht has 
been named Section 5A Coach 
of  the Year for the 2022-23 
speech season. “We have such 
a great team,” she stated. 
“They are bright, thoughtful, 
funny, caring, and so fun. I 
really enjoy working with the 
high school students.”

Ruprecht went to high 
school in Paynesville and was 

active on the speech team, 
where she met her husband 
David, to whom she has been 
married for almost ten years

SPEECH

Jayna Ruprecht 
picked as Section 5A 
speech Coach of Year

By Megan Blonigen

EV-W’s second-
year head coach 

honored by 
Section 5A

EV-W’s speech coach 
Jayna Ruprecht, a kinder-
garten teacher, was 
named Section 5A speech 
Coach of the Year.
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